
wexner center for the arts 
 

Wexner Center for the Arts 
The Ohio State University 
 

 

WWW.WEXARTS.ORG | (614) 292-3535 

 

THE BOX 
October 1–31, 2013 

Jerry Dannemiller and  
Mary Jo Bole 
That Sweet Scioto River Water (2013) 
 

 
Image courtesy of Mary Jo Bole, 2013 

 
While perhaps not boasting the pedigree of larger, 
more celebrated musical hotspots, Columbus 
 has its own rich and fiercely original landscape  
of music and musical history. This new short,  
a collaboration between retired Ohio State 
Professor of Art Mary Jo Bole and the Wexner 
Center’s own Jerry Dannemiller, assembles found 
fragments and vintage performances from  
that history. Far from an exhaustive survey of 
hometown music-makers current and past, the 
film is more like a visual mixtape or concrete 
poem that ranges from the jazz and blues of 
Rahsaan Roland Kirk, Nancy Wilson, and Rusty 
Bryant to the postpunk, hip-hop, and mash-ups  
of Scrawl, V3, Blueprint, and Evolution Control 
Committee. Accentuated by Bole’s skewed 
drawings, it’s a musical love letter and secret 
street map to a slice of musicians who not only 
called our city home, but made (and are still 
making) a beautiful noise. The film screens in 
conjunction with the music-and-art-spanning 
exhibition Blues for Smoke. 1 
 
 
 
 

Now retired as a professor of ceramics from Ohio 
State’s Department of Art, Mary Jo Bole’s 
sculptural materials tend to be geologic in origin 
and this carries over to her drawings and artist 
book works as well. Her open-ended funereal 
works are shaped by a leftover Victorian lineage 
experienced in the urban decay of her hometown, 
Cleveland. She was commissioned to make an 
artists book for the Columbus200 Bicentennial in 
2012, and she has a solo show scheduled in 2013 at 
Mount Saint Mary’s College in Los Angeles. 
Currently she is finishing an artist’s book project 
at Logan Elm Press (Columbus) titled Toilet 
Worship. She has exhibited work in the United 
States, Russia, Lithuania, the Netherlands, Canada 
and Germany and has received numerous grants 
from Ohio Arts Council, Andy Warhol Foundation 
(through Women’s Studio Workshop), Greater 
Columbus Arts Council, and NEA (through 
Randolph Street Gallery, Chicago). 
 
Jerry Dannemiller is a critic, musician, marketing 
director, and recent graduate of Wesleyan 
University’s Institute for Curatorial Practice in 
Performance. In addition to programming live 
music events in Columbus and Washington, DC 
over the last two decades, he recently curated a 
2012 exhibition on dancer and choreographer 
Bebe Miller, Tracing History, versions of which 
traveled to such venues as REDCAT, Yerba Buena 
Center for the Arts, and New York Live Arts. His 
music writing has appeared in Slate, NPR, the 
Village Voice, the Columbus Dispatch and Alive. In 
addition to programming the music series 
Headspace in Columbus, he is set to curate 
upcoming new music events at High Concept 
Laboratories (Chicago) in 2014. Though friends for 
many years, That Sweet Scioto River Water is his 
first collaboration with Mary Jo Bole. 
 
 
1 His essay, Yer Blues, of which this video short is an extension, 
appears in the gallery guide for the Wexner Center’s 
presentation of Blues for Smoke. 
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